
WAR in UKRAINE: 
CHUGUYIV OBSERVATIONAL STATION AFTER    

OCCUPATION



Chuguyiv observational station (MPC#121)  of the Institute of 
Astronomy  of  V.N. Karazin Kharkiv National University
is located  at 70 km to South-East of Kharkiv city 



The main instruments on the territory of the Station are 70-cm AZT-8 telescope, 
40-cm  survey  telescope,  meteor  patrol,   coherent optical image processor 

Location of main facilities and buildings of the station

Maxar satelite image, June  2022



Chuguyiv observational station was occupied by the troops of the 
Russian Federation and illegal military groups of the so-called 
republics of Luhansk and Donetsk in the period from March to 
September 2022.

After the de-occupation of Kharkiv region on September, as soon 
as we learned that it was possible to drive to the station by car 
after demining, we received permission and went to the Station. 

Below we provide a photo with  short comments about the 
situation at the Station during the first visit on October 25, 2022.



On the way to the Station and around it, shells and parts of cluster missiles 
are scattered. Fortunately, there were no hostilities directly on the territory 

of the Station, but there were rocket and artillery attacks.

Combat cluster unit of the Uragan MLRS 120 mm Tank shells



INFRASTRUCTURE- Residential / lab building 

Residential and  laboratory building, view from the north - windows on 
the second floor and in the basement room blown out by the blast 
wave/shrapnel

Oct. 2022

2020

́ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅΣ ƘŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ



The broken roof of the residential/lab building, view from the south

INFRASTRUCTURE- Residential / lab building



Residential/lab building  - broken door to the attic, 
holes in the roof for sniper positions (east and west)

Main entrance and broken door lock

INFRASTRUCTURE- Residential / lab building



The warehouse and garage were robbed, the 
doors were open, the locks were broken

INFRASTRUCTURE- warehouse/garage

Traces of shrapnel damage to the wall



˿ƻŀƭ ŦƻǊ ƘŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƻƭŜƴ

INFRASTRUCTURE- warehouse/garage

Oct. 20222021



Shot guard house 

A complete mess

Broken windows

INFRASTRUCTURE- guard  house



The wall of the guard house, turned into a shooting range

INFRASTRUCTURE- guard  house



˩ƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ !½¢-8 tower. The door was broken, the operator's room at 1st floor was 
robbed.  Computers, control units / power supplies have been stolen or broken.

INSTRUMENTS  ςAZT-8 telescope



AZT-8 operator's room was robbed
(1st floor)  

Damaged electrical equipment 
(1st floor) 

INSTRUMENTS  ςAZT-8 telescope



Under the dome of AZT-8 telescope 
(2nd floor)

CCD camera of  AZT-8 removed and 
completely broken (see further)

INSTRUMENTS  ςAZT-8 telescope

Oct. 2022

2021



The optics of the telescope were not 
damaged

Laboratory tables under the dome-
robbed

everywhere is a complete mess

INSTRUMENTS  ςAZT-8 telescope



Several areas of the AZT-8 dome were damaged by shrapnel

Oct. 2022 2020 

INSTRUMENTS  ςAZT-8 telescope



Pavilion of the 40 cm Baker-Schmidt 
survey telescope

Near the pavilion there was a firing 
point of the occupiers, the roof of the 
pavilion was used as a covering for it.

As the Maxar images show, the 
pavilion has been standing with the 
roof open since at least 06.06.2022

INSTRUMENTS  ςBaker-Schmidt survey  telescope



Baker-Schmidt Survey Telescope Pavilion  
- broken and robbed
CCD camera FLI ML0900 - turned off by 
force

INSTRUMENTS  ςBaker-Schmidt survey  telescope

Oct. 2022

2021



The room of the telescope operator was completely robbed

INSTRUMENTS  ςBaker-Schmidt survey  telescope

Oct. 20222021



Electric drive and control unit of the pavilion roof -
stolen

INSTRUMENTS  ςBaker-Schmidt survey  telescope

Oct. 20222021



Meteor Patrol Pavilion

INSTRUMENTS  ςMeteor patrol

A broken door to the pavilion



Meteor patrol - TV cameras with lenses and  AZ-EQ6 equatorial mount - stolen

Oct. 20222021

INSTRUMENTS  ςMeteor patrol



Meteor patrol - operator's room ςrobbed.
Absolute chaos in the pavilion.

Oct. 20222021

INSTRUMENTS  ςMeteor patrol



INSTRUMENTS  ςNew pavilion

New Pavilion A broken door to the pavilion



A complete mess in the pavilion

Electric drive for opening the roof- stolen

The electric drive of the front gable is broken

INSTRUMENTS  ςNew pavilion



Shrapnel and bullet holes in the dome

Oct. 20222021

INSTRUMENTS  ςThe dome of the perspective telescope



We found two broken CCD cameras 
from the AZT-8 and Baker-Schmidt 
telescopes in the open sky. They 
served as targets in the shooting 
range of the occupiers. 

INSTRUMENTS  ςLight Detectors


